IgE response in Strongyloides ratti-infected rats with special reference to the life cycle of the parasite.
Parasite-specific IgE antibody response was examined in Strongyloides ratti-infected rats. The results showed that the parasite-specific IgE antibody response was generated after a primary infection. However, repeated infections rather depressed the level of parasite-specific IgE antibody in the serum. Immunization limited to specific stages of the parasite revealed that stimulation of parasite-specific IgE antibody was related to the intestinal adult stage. On the other hand, depression of IgE titers was related to the tissue-migrating larval stage. The capacity of the each stage of the parasite to induce specific IgE response may be related to the variable results of the IgE responses in human strongyloidiasis.